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kinds of service, but the same Lord.”

1 Corinthians 12:4–5

May 22, 2020
Dear Lanesville Family,

As most of you know, this past Monday Governor Baker announced the 
beginning of his four-step reopening plan for the state in light of COVID-19. If you have 
not yet seen this and would like to, you can find all the information here: 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-massachusetts. Included in this is the 
allowance of places of worship to reopen within 40% of its building occupancy, with all 
the appropriate safety precautions in place (see this helpful guide for reference: 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/places-of-worship-protocols-summary/download). 
After much deliberation, the pastors and elders have made the following decisions 
regarding Sunday worship, communion, and the potential for small group gatherings to 
begin meeting.

Regarding Sunday morning worship, we have been asking the question, “Just 
because we can reopen, should we?” After some discussion, we have agreed that the best 
option for us at this time is to continue to worship online for the foreseeable future, 
despite the freedom and permission to regather. There are several reasons for this 
decision, but the biggest is that we do not want to reopen at the expense of the exclusion 
of many in our body. This would happen in the following three ways:

- First, if we should try to worship in person now, we would only be allowed to have up to 
80 people in the sanctuary at a time. This will not be enough to allow all to worship 
together. 

- Second, we would not be able to offer childcare or nursery, meaning that many younger 
families would not be able to join us. 

- Third, we would still strongly recommend that those who are still high risk for the virus 
do not join us, which could be a large section of our body. 

Another issue in trying to regather for Sunday worship at this moment is that we are 
not adequately prepared to livestream our service, which would make those who could 
not come completely excluded from our Sunday worship. This is something that the 
deacons have begun to address in order to be prepared for our eventual reopening. So, 
although we deeply want to worship together again, we feel strongly that for the health 
and safety of our congregation, and also as a witness of love to our community, we 
should wait to reopen until we are able to do so in a more holistic manner. There is no 
timetable on that as of now, but the pastors and elders will continue to actively discuss 
this and be prepared to do so when the time comes.



Next, regarding the question that came up about participating in virtual 
communion via zoom, after some discussion and at the encouragement of the 
pastors, the elders have decided not to celebrate the sacrament virtually. We 
have not come to this conclusion lightly. Besides our discussions, we have read 
articles offering support for both sides of the issue and our pastors discussed the 
matter with the Cape Ann Pastors’ Fellowship. In the end, our decision came 
down to how we understand the meaning behind, and the purpose of, the 
sacrament. 

- God has given us two physical, tactile signs of grace that reflect the 
spiritual reality of the faith. These signs, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
signify the unity that we share in Christ. A vital element of each sacrament 
is the physical presence of the church body. This is why we invite the 
entire congregation to be a part of baptisms and why, with the exception 
the Lord’s Supper for the sick, we do not celebrate the sacrament in small 
groups, but as one body. 

- The Lord’s Supper reinforces the unity of the body of Christ. As we gather 
for the sacrament, we who are many partake of one loaf and one cup in 
the same place, at the same time, proclaiming one Lord. This sense of 
unity that is represented in the practice of the sacrament is the main force 
behind the Apostle Paul’s instruction in 1 Corinthians 11. 

These covenantal signs are important to us, and of course important to God. 
While these are challenging times and represent new territory for the church, we 
feel that something is distinctly lost if we attempt to do this online. Therefore, we 
wish to wait until we can be together in person to participate in and celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper.

Finally, regarding small group meeting, the elders have met and started thinking 
through what meeting in person can look like over time. At this point, we are going to 
hold off until there is an acceptable cleaning and prevention plan in place to ensure the 
safety and health of those who are gathering. This will be an ongoing discussion, so 
please keep your eyes open for more communication regarding the regathering of small 
groups.

These decisions are not easy ones and much prayer and deliberation has gone into 
each one. In this unprecedented and novel matter, everything is subject to change so fast, 
requiring us to be nimbler and more flexible than ever before. Please continue to pray for 
the leadership as we put together plans moving forward and continue to discuss next steps 
regarding our ability to regather in the future. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to Dan or Pete, or to your elders for clarification. 

In Christ,
Pastors Peter and Dan


